M. ANGELO AND VITTORIA COLONNA

and your courtesy, I should have to neglect the
Chapel of S. Catherine here, and be absent at the
appointed hours for company with my sisterhood,
while you would have to leave the Chapel of S.
Paul, and be absent from morning through the
day from your sweet usual colloquy with painted
forms, the which with their natural accents do not
speak to you less clearly than the living persons
round me speak to me. Thus we should both of us
fail in our duty, I to the brides, you to the vicar of
Christ. For these reasons, inasmuch as I am well
assured of our steadfast friendship and firm affection,
bound by knots of Christian kindness, I do not think
it necessary to obtain the proof of your good-will
in letters by writing on my side, but rather to await
with well-prepared mind some substantial occasion
for serving you. Meanwhile I address my prayers
to that Lord of whom you spoke to me with so
fervent and humble a heart when I left Rome,
that when I return thither I may find you with His
image renewed and enlivened by true faith in your
soul, in like measure as you have painted it with
perfect art in my Samaritan. Believe me to remain
always yours and your Urbino's."

Though, as has been said, Michael Angelo's age
seems to preclude such warmth of feeling as, it is
possible, Vittoria discourages in this letter, yet it
must not be forgotten that age in a great artist
is a very different thing, retains more essential
youthfulness, than age in ordinary cases; for a
lifelong preoccupation with beautiful forms and
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